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The Minor Leagues as Public Goods: The Proposal to Sustainable Business
Model Construction of the Independent Baseball League in Japan

by
ISHIHARA, Toyokazu

Under the changes of business environment and worldwide recession as a result of global
economy, the environment which surround company sports have been becoming severe. Think-
ing about baseball, industrial league baseball mainly operated by Japanese big companies have
accepted many graduated talents and sent them to Japan Professional Baseball, but company
teams reduces their total number these days. In such changes, independent professional leagues
have appeared as new saucers of graduated players.

Under the situation where decentralization is called out in politics, necessities of sending
contents from local communities come to be talked about in a cultural aspect. Observing sports,
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the existence of sports as powerful contents of the local revitalization has come to be closed up
even without seeing the example of “Team Aomori” of women curling that attracts attention in
Vancouver Olympics.

In precedent studies about local sports, their focus have tended to be put on the “do-sports”
which put the chief aim on playing. This paper focuses professional baseball as spectator sport
and explores its possibility as local sports and indispensability for its sustenance from the exam-
ples of minor league baseball in northern America and independent leagues in Japan.
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